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^^^f:.f  Y.—^-       .....  OUR  MI  IK.  SUPPLIES 

Broadcast  "by  Wm,  C.^.W^lden,  Assistant  Chief,» j I)airy  and  Poultry  Branch,  Pood  , 
DxstrilDution  Administration,  and  Wallace  L.  Kadderly,  in  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture portion  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,    Tuesday,  A"iigust  31,  1943, 
over  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  Networljc^-.-  .  .  .  rr-r/ 


K^DDEHLY:  -  A , prolDlem  that  many  people  have  to  face  today  is  the  one  of  miljk  sup-" 
plies it  affects  milk  producers ... .milk  handlers . . consumers . . . everybody^  who^ 
has  anything  to  do  with  milk... and  that  means  most  of  us.    I've  asked  a  man  to 
come  here  today  who  can  tell  you  many  things  I  .think  you' d  like  to  know  ah  out- .milk 
supplies, .and  ahout  the  dairy  problem  generally.    He's  William  C.  Weldeh ,  "^As- 
sistant  Chief  of  the  Dairy  and  Poultry  Branch  of  War  Pood  Administration,  '  B'ill, 
first  of  all, .tell  us  why  in  some  parts  of  the  country  there  a,re  serious  milk 
shortages,  , ,     ,  ,  ,  . 

WELDEN:    Well,  Wallace  there  are  several  reasons.    It  takes  a  lot  of  labor  to  get 
milk  and  milk  products  to  consumers. . , transportation  is  a  major  factor  too,., 
weather  conditions  in- certain  areas  have  affected  the  feed  supply... and  one  of  the 
main  reasons  for  shorrtages  is  the  increased  demand  in  many  parts  of: -the  c.oiLntry. 

KA-DDERLY:    Increased  demand, .  .that's  a,  cause  of  many  of  our  wart ime  "'s)iortages .  ' 
Increased  income  is  behind  that  demand,  of  course,,    It's  only  natural  for  people 
to  buy  more  food  when  they  have  more  money,  ,  .',  , 

WELDBNt    Yqu  migh^t  ^be  interested  to  know  how  big  an  increase  there  has  T^een  in  the 
amount  of  fluid  milk  and  cream  people  use  in  this  country.    It's  mo^re  than  20  per- 
cent above  the  amount  used  in  1941  and  still  going  up.    This  has  resulted  in  ,a. 
critical  :  situation  with  regard  to  the  manufacture :  of  milk  pro  duct  ^,Vv»^'fc>"u.tter,  cheese, 
ice  cream,  evaporated  milk  and  skim  milk  powder. 

KADDERLY:    ,1  don't  suppose  the  average  homemaker,  who  may  have  .increased  her,  milk 
delivery  several  quarts  .a  week,    realizes  that  this  extra,  "buying,  of  milk  has 'an  . 
effect  on  the  amount  of  butter  or  cheese  she. .can  buy  at^the  grqpery.  ' 

WBIjIDEN:    Probably  not*,, and  5'.m  .sure.. ,§he  doesn't  real  i  15  e, . rwha  t .  lengths   .the, milk, 
industry,  ha^  , -gone  to  in;,its  efforts.,  to  meet  the  demani,.for  milk.  .  Right  here' in 
Washington  in,  recent  weeks,  for  instance,  the  organ.ized'producers '  and  milk,  distri- 
butors have  been  trying  to  make  arrangements  to  get  mors  milk,  from  areas  puts  id  e 
the.  Washington  milkshed.   .Washington's  population  has  reached  a  new  high ., durijig, 
the  past. .year  or  so. . .and, -what' s.  happening  here  is  happening  . in  many  other  parts 
of.  the.  countryi  ...  \  ...  .[] 

KA-DDERLYi  All  areas  whe.re  there  are  big  war  plants  are.  using.  tremi^n^ous  quai;itiHes 
of  milk.  ..we  know  that, 

WE-IDEN:    Yes,  and  getting. rthe  milk  into  those  areas  is  one.  of  the  greatest  , of  the 
problems.    There's  a  limit  "to  the  distance  milk  and  cream  can  b^.'^M'pped  in  cans, 
by  track.    A  longer  haul  is  possible,  of  dourse,  for  tank  trucks  and  tank  cars, 
which  are  .better  refrigerated.    It  isn't  always  possible  to.  find  enough  trucic&  and 
tank  cars,  however. .  .and,  p,s  .jrou  probably  know,  there' s_occa  si  onally  a  shortage,  of 
ice  to  contend  with. 
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"KiDBSRLY:     There  are  many  problems  on  fluid  milk... "but  let's  get  back  to  the 
question  of  the  manufactured  milk  products.    It's  mighty  Important  for  civilians 
to  be  provided  with  at  least  the  minimum  requirements  of  butter,  cheese,  canned 
milk,  and  such  foods. 

WELDEN:     You're  right  about  that  Wallace. . .and  under  present  circumstances,  with 
milk  handlers  outbidding  each  other  to  get  producers  to  deliver  milk  to  them... 
competition  between  markets  for  supplies,  and  all  that,  the  marketing  of  fluid 
milk  has  been  upset.    And,  with  the  coming  of  fall  and  winter,  the  season  when 
milk  supplies  naturally  decline,  the  present  situation  is  likely  to  become  more, 
serious. 

EADDERLY:     "From  now  through  the  winter,  is  always  the  season  of  low  milk  produc- 
tion...and,  as  long  as  people  have  their  present  purchasing  power,  and  don' t  have 
as  many  things  to  spend  their  money  for,  we  can  expect  the  demand  for  milk  and 
cream  and  all  other  food  to  remain  very  strong. ..We  can  be  sure  of  that.  But 
there's  a  limit  to  the  amount  of  milk  dairymen  can  produce.    In  view  of  these  facts, 
how  are  we  going  to  make  sure  that  the  manufacturers  of  milk  products  do  get 
enough  milk  and  cream? 

WELDEN:    Well,  Wallace,  we're  working  on  a  program  right  now  to  do  this  very  thing. 
The  primary  idea  back  of  such  a  plan  is  to  prevent  a  further  rise  in  fluid  milk 
consumption. . .not  necessarily  a  cut  back  on  consumption.    Preventing  an  increase 
in  consumption  of  fluid  milk  is  vital  if  we  are  to  ip^intain  production  of  butter 
and  cheese,  and  other  essential  dairy  products.    The  prograjn  isn't  far  enough  ad- 
vanced yet  for  me  to  discuss  it  further  right  now.    However,  I  think  our  listeners 
would  like  to  know  that  an  order  is  being  issued  today,  reducing  the  percentage  of 
butter  which  producers  must  set  aside  for  G-ovemment  use.    Effective  September  1st, 
only  20  percent  of  the  September  production  of  butter  must  be  set  aside,  instead 
of  the  30  percent  which  originally  was  required  under  the  Government's  set-aside 
order.    Furthermore,  the  30  percent  set-aside  for  Octobor  has  been  completely 
eliminated.  •       '  . 

KADDERLY:  Let's  see... that  original  order  required  every  manufacturer  making.;more 
than  12,000  pounds  of  butter  in  any  month  since  January  1942,  to  set  aside  30. per- 
cent of  the  butter  production  for  essential  wartime  needs,  didn't  it?..         .  . 

WELDEN:     Yes,  and  remember,  the  order  was  written  so' that, tl;ie  percentage  cpuld  be 
adjusted  periodically.    Therefore,  during  May,  June  and  July,  the,  months  of  peak 
production,  the  set-aside  quotas  were  raised  to  50  percent.    This  was. done  so  that 
the  Government  could  meet  its  war  requirements  with  the  least  possible  effect  on 
civilian  supplies.    Through  this  heavy  summer  buying-Wjs  have,, built  up  a  stock  of 
more  than  200  million  pounds  of  butter  to  meet  war  needs  thrp^igh  the  winter.  This 
meant  that  the  set-aside  percentage  could  be  lowered  to  30  percent  again  on  Augast 
1st,  and  that  it's  coming  down  still  more  now,  to  20  percent. . .and  farthermoro, 
that  the  Government  can  stop  buying  butter  entirely  through  the  fall  and  winter 
months. 

KADDERLY:  .  And  you;  say  th?it  .the  Government  won ' .t  buy- ■  any  of  the  butter  raanufac-r 
tured  during  October ^  Bill? 

WELDEN:    That's,  right,»4  it,' s  expected  that  after- September  30th,  no  butter  will  ■ 
bo  set  aside  until  production  begins  to  pick  up  again. 

-over-  •  . 


KA.I}ESRiy:     That  means,  then,  that  civilians  will  receive  just  a"bout  all  the  "butter 
that's  made  during  the  fall  and  winter* 

WELDEI;     Yes,  Wallace,  that's  true... hut  I  think  all  of  us  should  keep  in  mind  that 
those  fall  a^d  Tn/^-t-er  monthr^  _a_-?e  the  months  of  low  production,    Jcnai.Miers  should 
rememoer  that  eli'iinaMci       Lhe  set-aside  will  have  the  affect  mora  of  maintain- 
ing supplies  than  of  in r;  ceasing  them. 

KAJDDEP-LY:     Thank  you  very  muLih,  Bill,  for  this  explanation  of  the  reasons  for 
so;ne  of  our  milk  supp?.y  pi-o>-l^ms ,  and  for  the  nev/b  ahout  the  lowering  of  the 
"butter  set-aside  perconuage.     ITar-n  and  I-r.ome  fricncLS  ,  you've  heard  William  C. 
Welden,  Assistant    Chief  of  tha  Dairy  and  Poultry  Branch,  War  Pood  Administration, 
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